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6.0in. x 0.4in.Excerpt from Romeo and Juliet: Parallel Texts of the First Two Quartos, (Q1) 1597 Q2, 1599In laying
this work before the New Shakspere Society | wish it to be distinctly understood that | claim no credit for
originality either of plan or execution. The plan was suggested by Mr James Spedding, the Editor of Bacons
Works; and at Mr Furnivalls instance | undertook the work, which had indeed been already carried out, for
German students, by Professor Tycho Mommsen in his parallel-text edition of the first two quartos of this play,
published at Oldenburgh, in 1859. For the execution of it | am mainly indebted to the thorough and independent
collations of the early texts contained in Professor Mommsens book, and in the Cambridge Shakespeare edited
by Messrs W. G. Clark and W. Aldis Wright. Without the assistance afforded me by these important works | could
not, or certainly would not, have engaged in this task; with it | have been enabled to compile a work which |
believe will be found to be useful to the Shaksperian student. The one object | have endeavoured to keep
steadily in view has been the collection in a convenient form of every scrap of material afforded by the old
editions which could possibly aid or be deserving of consideration in the great work of the restoration of
Shaksperes text. And these materials | have endeavoured to free from the utterly useless rubbish which is found
in all the old editions. In the text of the quartos here reprinted, no departure from the originals, however
obviously corrupt, has knowingly been permitted; in the collations given in the margin, only the corrections and
varied readings of...
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