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AUTHORHOUSE, United States, 2006. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book.
Immigrant # 99840 and Canecutter # 7074: The Story of an East Indian Family in Guyana is a most valuable
document that fills a major gap in the writings which deal with the East Indian presence in Guyana. In focusing
on an individual family s history and its network of relationships, Lal Balkaran throws light on those more
inward experiences of the Indo-Guyanese absent from more general historical and social studies and which so
far only fiction has hinted at. From the arrival of his foreparents as indentured immigrants from India in 1905,
through to his family s departure to Canada in the 1980s, Lal Balkaran writes a personal and individual
narrative, but one which will be full of resonances for other Guyanese. Balkaran s research into this micro-level
aspect of history helps us to even better understand in general the historical evolution of the Guyanese nation,
and that of Caribbean people of Indian ancestry in particular. Indeed, the author knows his subject well, and
has made a more than useful contribution to the history of Indians in the Caribbean. This almost 230-page book
contains a wealth of information organized around nine chapters with the issues and events categorized into
sixty sub-headings. There are 41 photographs and copies of authentic immigration documents, a 141-word
glossary, a 50-book bibliography, a profile of Guyana with unique statistics, and an 800-word index. Many
Guyanese will reminisce over their own experiences which are so identifiable to those detailed in this wonderful
book. It also provides a social history of the decades of the 60s, 70s, and 80s, and contains invaluable lessons on
growing up and dealing with struggles, challenges, failures, andaspirations. With a setting on a sugar
plantation, various aspects of...
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