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New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** WE have said a few words on this pamphlet towards the end of our
article on the Definition of Papal Infallibility; and have expressed our hope that in April we shall be able to
publish a full reply. At present we have only to make two observations. All ordinary readers, we think, on
reading its title and perusing its contents, will understand the author as criticising the Abbe Bouix and ourselves
on the ground of our advanced Ultramontanism. Further, as regards ourselves, such readers will understand
our advanced Ultramontanism to consist, according to the writer, in our having confidently maintained as an
important thesis, that all doctrinal decrees of a Pontifical congregation, which purport to be published by the
Pope s command, or which otherwise express his assent, are to be accounted his ex cathedra Acts. Now we are
far from having thus spoken. The theory in question, we said (Dr. Ward s Doctrinal Decisions, p. 131) is at least
very plausible; we strongly incline to it (p. 129); but the question at last is of no very great practical moment (p.
131). Our argument in fact had comparatively little concern with ex cathedra Acts at all; and so far as it did
deal with them, our thesis was-not that congregational decrees are infallible if confirmed by the Pope-but that
they are most certainly not infallible if not confirmed by him. The writer before us, however, pursues another
course of reasoning, which is in every way immeasurably more important than his criticism of Dr. Ward. He
maintains that, according to the principles laid down by Popes themselves, the Pontifical condemnations of
Galileo were ex cathedra. In our future article it will be...
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