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GRIN Publishing Sep 2016, 2016. sonst. Biicher. Condition: Neu. Neuware - Essay from the year 2013 in the
subject Communications - Mass Media, , language: English, abstract: There is no generally acceptable definition
of Human Rights. This is perhaps because Human Rights scholars have different opinions about the concept.
Human Rights are 'generally moral rights claimed by everyone and held against everyone, especially against
those who run social institutions", (Orend 2002 ). At the global stage, the United Nations (UN) has for years
played a leading role in promoting and protecting human rights with support from International Non-
governmental Organisations. In addition to the effort of the United Nations (UN), the state has basically been
seen as the main actor in the promotion and protection of Human Rights. Unfortunately, states according to
Hakemulder et al (1998), are often the very abuser of the rights of the citizens they are required to protect. It is
noteworthy however that though the state bears the primary responsibility in issues of human rights, other
organs of the society are included in the protection and promotion of Human Rights, (Addo, 1999). These
organs, institutions and mechanisms include constitutions, law and legality, the courts among others. This
write-up is about to discuss one of such mechanisms, the mass media in relation to how it carries out it
promotion and protection role of Human Rights. Although there are International Human Rights Instruments
which the United Nations (UN) has produced to serve as common standard of achievement of all people,
countless Human Rights Violations occur locally and across the globe. These violations could be committed by
the state as well as non-state actors. Non-state actors violate people's Human Rights through direct
involvement or indirectly when they consent to such violations. Non-state actors such as individuals, groups,
informal or organized,...
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