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For if once a man indulges himself in murder, very soon he
comes to think little of robbing; and from robbing he comes next
to drinking and Sabbath-breaking, and from that to incivility
and procrastination Thomas De Quincey s three essays On
Murder Considered as One of the Fine Arts centre on the
notorious career of the murderer John Williams, who in 1811
brutally killed seven people in London s East End. De Quincey s
response to Williams s attacks turns morality on its head,
celebrating and coolly dissecting the art of murder and its
perfections. Ranging from gruesomely vivid reportage and
brilliantly funny satiric high jinks to penetrating literary and
aesthetic criticism, the essays had a remarkable impact on
crime, terror, and detective fiction, as well as on the rise of
nineteenth-century decadence. The volume also contains De
Quincey s best-known piece of literary criticism, On the
Knocking at the Gate in Macbeth , and his finest tale of terror,
The Avenger , a disturbing exploration of violence, vigilantism,
and religious persecution. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100
years Oxford World s Classics...
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Reviews

An extremely wonderful book with lucid and perfect information. It is one of the most awesome publication i have
read. Your life period will probably be enhance the instant you total looking at this pdf.
-- Pr of . Da n Windler  MD       

It is really an amazing publication i actually have at any time read. It is really simplistic but unexpected situations
inside the 50 percent of your pdf. Its been written in an exceptionally simple way in fact it is just right aFer i finished
reading this ebook where actually transformed me, alter the way i really believe.
-- Dr . Celestino Spinka  III      
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