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Village China Under Socialism and Reform offers a comprehensive account of rural life after the communist
revolution, detailing villager involvement in political campaigns since the 1950s, agricultural production under
the collective system, family farming and non-agricultural economy in the reform, and everyday life in the
family and community. Li's rich examination draws on original documents from local agricultural collectives,
newly accessible government archives, and his own fieldwork in Qin village of Jiangsu province to highlight the
continuities in rural transformation. Firmly disagreeing with those who claim that recent developments in rural
China represent a radical break with pre-reform sociopolitical practices and patterns of production, Li instead
draws a clear history connecting the current situation to ecological, social, and institutional changes that have
persisted from the collective era. "The book is the product of impeccable scholarship, a combination of
rigorous archival research and extensive fieldwork. Huaiyin Li's firsthand knowledge and personal connections
have enabled him to probe a village community's 'informal and often invisible structures', and he has
persuasively demonstrated the critical role that those 'subinstitutions' have played in determining the direction
of Party-peasant relations in Qin village, a microcosm of village China, during the PRC's first 60 years."NPauline
Keating, The China Journal "Huaiyin Li provides a comprehensive and systematic study of rural life after the
founding of PRC . the book is refreshing in its theoretical perspective, compelling in its arguments and
meticulous in the extensive details it presents of peasants' lives and production in rural China."NJin Di, China
Quarterly "Based upon extensive use of rare local documentation as well as the author's intimate familiarity
with his own local community, this well-crafted analysis of rural evolutionary transformation in east-central
China deserves a wide reading."NCHOICE "Drawing on...
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