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Excerpt from Speech of Hon. Samuel A. Purviance, of Pennsylvania: On the Slavery and Presidential Questions
The House being in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union.- Mr. Purviance said: The merits of the
great trial which is now going on before the grand inquest of the nation are now prominently forced upon the
consideration of this House. It is, perhaps, right to have the principles of the great parties of the country
properly presented and fully canvassed in a discussion, even in the chamber of American legislation, radiating,
as it does, over the length and breadth of the land, and bringing back a pure, strong, and wholesome reflection
of the entire popular will. The friends of Mr. Buchanan in this House, calling themselves the Democratic party,
have arraigned the American and Republican parties, and severely criticised the principles of both in speeches
of great length, which have been sent to every post oHice in the Union, with direction, doubtless, to give them
general distribution. The American and Republican parties were produced by, and are, the legitimate oHspring
of the old Democratic party. In other words, the course pursued by the latter in endeavoring to secure the two
great political powers of the Government, the papal and the slave, has very naturally created antagonisms
amongst the people, resulting in the formation of strong political parties. It is a fact which cannot be
controverted, that for twenty years the so-called Democratic party has bowed with obsequious devotion to
secure the support of the Catholies of the country, and that, with a few honorable exceptions, they have been
successful. In 1852, Mr. Pierce, the nominee for the Presidency, hailing from the...
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